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THE GREEK EDUCATIONAL 

SYSTEM



The goal of the Greek educational system

“is to contribute to the overall, harmonious and 

balanced development of the mental and 

psychosomatic forces of the students, so that, 

regardless of sex and origin, have the potential to 

become integrated personalities and live creatively



The aims of the Greek educational 
system

⮚Humanistic education

⮚Environmental Education

⮚New technologies

⮚Multilingualism and language learning Promotion of the Greek 

language abroad

⮚Connecting education to our culture, to enhance our cultural 
consciousness.



Specifically, school helps students

⚫To become free, responsible, democratic
citizens

⚫to defend their national independence and 
democracy, 

⚫to be inspired by the love of humanity, life and 
nature

⚫to respect human values 



⚫To acquire, through school education, their social identity and 
consciousness, 

⚫To realize the importance of art, science and technology.

⚫to preserve and promote civilization and the values of our 
democratic tradition

⚫To develop a spirit of friendship and cooperation
worldwide, looking forward to a better, fair and peaceful world



Structure of the Greek educational system 

(The simplest version)

Age School Type

4-6 Kindergarten school

6-12 Primary school (Regular, all-day, 
special needs)

12-15 Junior High school (general, musical, 
athletic, special needs)

15-18 1.Semi or High School
2. Technical education

(general, musical, 
athletic, special needs)

18-24 1. Universities & 
Polytechnic School 
(4-6 years studies)

2. Technical 
Universities (3 
years studies)



School attendance 

public schools

private schools



TIMETABLE
⚫Basic program A,B, C,D,E,F  classes :8.10-13.15 

⚫Expanded program: 7.00 – 16.00

⚫Subjects from  
13.15 – 16.00

(Pupils bring their own  lunch from home ,in some schools they provide them with food ).

⮚ P.E.
⮚ Homework preparation
⮚ English
⮚ ICT (Computer lessons)



School time! 

⚫The school year lasts 175 days . 

⚫Schools run 5 days a week , 35 weeks a year. 

⚫Teaching hour: 40-50 minutes

⚫Weekly timetable: 

A, B grades: 30  hours a week

C, D grades: 30 hours a week

E, F, grades: 30 hours a week

Schools are closed for 15 days at Christmas

& Easter,from the 15th of June -11th September



Number of students, and class organization in Greek primary 
school

⚫Number of students / class: up to 25

⚫6 grades. 

⚫students enrolled in school by age

⚫One teacher for all the lessons 

⚫Different teachers for P.E., Music,Drama and

foreign languages

English, obligatory lesson from  1st grade, 

A,B- 2 Hours a week

C,D,E,F-3 Hours a week

French or German from 5th grade 2 Hours 



The division of teaching time into subjects

(Greek primary school) 

Mother tongue

Mathematics

Science

History

Religion

Art

English language

P.E

Flexible zone



Student’s evaluation

⚫The evaluation for the first 2 grades is descriptive. At the end of 

the school year all the students are promoted to the next grade. 

The only criteria is the sufficient attendance. Rarely a student 
repeats a class. 

⚫From primary to  junior high school there are no examinations. 

⚫Junior high school (gymnasium) students evaluation: writing 

and oral tests, essays during the school year, final examinations 
at the end of school year. 

⚫There are no other examinations from the junior high school to 
semi high school (lyceum)



Qualifications of Educational personnel 

⚫All the teachers have a University 

degree in Educational Sciences. (4 years course)

⚫Appointed by the government after a competition  

⚫Many teachers have a second University degree, or a Master 
degree.

⚫School directors have a lot of certified qualifications (2nd

degree, MA, PhD)



School funding
⚫From the central government through the local municipalities. 

⚫School directors are responsible for the financial management 
in cooperation with a municipal committee 

⚫Teachers are civil servants, paid by the government.



From High to the Higher education
⚫Students who have completed the high education can take part 

to examinations which are organized by the ministry of education 

for all the country. 

⚫The system in Higher Education institutions is based on 

planned positions available (numerus clausus), preferences 

faculties / departments of the candidates and the results from 
the general examinations. 



⚫Song

⚫Celebration (Kool and the Gang)

⚫https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Lu41LulQos

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Lu41LulQos
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